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Woodland Walk 2019

Good news for Briercliffe! I’m
pleased to say that work is well
under way to improve and
develop the Briercliffe
Woodland Walk at the end of
Queen Street…
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Last summer (2018) we found
out that our bid to LEF
had been successful and
that we were to receive
£24,165 towards our
project.
Ward Opportunities Fund
from Burnley Borough
Council also contributed
towards the
project.
So, what did people actually want?
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The project originated
from a Public Survey in the
December Parish Newsletter
2016 and a Summer Social event
in June 2017, where
parishioners expressed their
thoughts about ways to improve
Briercliffe. After much
discussion and sharing of ideas,
we eventually applied for funding
from the Lancashire Environment
Fund in Spring 2018. The funding
bid was supported by many, many
letters of support from
individuals, families, local
community groups, organisations
and schools. A big ‘thank you’ to all those people who gave
us massive support.

12

Original comments received asked for:
a pathway that was accessible in
summer and winter for prams and
wheelchairs, a fitness trail, information
boards about wildlife/trees/plants,
maps, a picnic area and seating, geo-caching, bird feeding stations…
There was an abundance of ideas!
Continued on page 7...
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The ‘Herbert Protocol’
Briercliffe Ward Councillors and the Parish Council are
supporting an initiative sponsored by the Police, Fire
Brigade, Mountain Rescue and other services to assist dementia sufferers and their families.
If a dementia sufferer goes missing the first few hours are vital in finding them and preventing
them coming to any harm. The ‘Herbert Protocol ‘ is a form filled in and kept by the family or carers
which lists information about the dementia sufferer such as where they went to school and places
they might try to go if confused.
It can be vital in directing the services where to search and is only given to the police etc. if a
person goes missing.
The form is available for downloading via the Lancashire Police website at
https://www.lancashire.police.uk/help-advice/personal-safety/herbert-protocol/
Borough Councillor Maggie Lishman is chair of the Burnley Dementia Action Alliance and together
with Burnley Council is keen to spread the
word about the Herbert Protocol
as widely as possible. One more
measure to help dementia sufferers and those who
care for them.

servicing and M.O.T. for the
local area.

“Tried and Trusted
for over 25 years!”

Cobden Street
Briercliffe,
Burnley.
BB10 2JP

01282 832857
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Bowling




Last Season’s Achievements
Runners up in the Pendle Monday
League
Runners up in Burnley & District Tuesday League B Division
- so have been promoted to the A Division. Also our
Tuesday team reached the semi-final of the “Foulds Cup.”
Winners of the Midweek League B Division - promoted to
the A Division.
Runners up in Burnley & District Friday League B Division
so promoted to the A Division.


A meeting with Borough Councillors took place last year regarding the Bowling Green site and
subsequently with Parish Councillors and Burnley Council. As a result a comprehensive look into club
assets/ accounts and future project needs will be investigated by Briercliffe Parish Council through
2019 and reported back to the appropriate responsible body... with an aim to make sure this
resource remains available to all in Briercliffe Parish for years to come.
So don’t forget we have a wonderful bowling green that is there for the whole community to use.
From April, make your way up Burnley Road and get bowling…
All will be made very welcome.
Location: Burnley Road, Harle Syke, Briercliffe, Burnley.
Contact: C Brierley - Tel: 01282 455182
Opening times: April to September, every afternoon 1:30pm - 4pm
Try Bowling for free on Mondays or Fridays between 1:30pm - 3pm during open season.

Beds, Mattresses, Ottoman Storage Beds, Bunk Beds, Adjustable Beds, Bedroom
Furniture and much more...
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Kary Backhouse took over as
manager in December and has
spent the last couple of months
getting to know the mill, its
staff team and local area. Work
on the mill chimney is
progressing and as you will no doubt have seen, the steeplejacks are nearing the
top. Once the current job is completed they will then have the task of cleaning
the inside of the chimney. Kary did not have a firm date for all works to be
finished but emphasised that it would not stop the mill reopening!
From late April the Mill will open to the public three afternoons each week
(days to be confirmed). There will be: regular tours of the mill and talks about
the engine, the café will be open 11am to 4pm and the shop will be fully stockedincluding the “Simply Textiles” range featuring 100% cotton calico which is
woven on their heritage looms by weaving technicians. Look out for
details and dates in local press and on Lancashire County Council and
Briercliffe Parish Council websites.
Until all chimney works are completed
the front entrance will still be out of
bounds, as it's within the safety
exclusion zone, but the side door will
serve to provide access. There will be
limited opportunity to light the boilers
but you will be able to get up close,
hear the Engine man talk about the Peace steam engine and also view
new film footage of it running. The team at Queen Street Mill are
planning a full programme of events to offer something for all the
community, starting with a community conversation in early April to ask for views on what you'd like
to see at the mill; your ideas for a future programme of events and chance to find out more about
possible volunteering opportunities. Ideas and activities already in mind include a “pop up restaurant,”
a series of arts workshops, participation in Briercliffe Gala hopefully with a special steaming day, a
craft fair and special activities for Heritage Open week in September. Kary would very much like to
hear your ideas, especially about how the café could be utilised for community activities, so look out
for details of the community conversation and have your say. There will be tea and cake!

Queen Street Mill welcomes a
new Museum Manager.

Centenary oak trees planted in Briercliffe

One hundred oak trees have been planted in Burnley to mark the
centenary of the end of the First World War in 1918. They were
purchased by Burnley Borough Council and have
been planted by the Green Spaces team, headed by Roger
Rawlinson, at various locations throughout the town during the
last few months. In our Parish we have been very fortunate to
have one tree at Briercliffe Primary School and two trees have
been planted in the Woodland at the end of Queen Street. They
all have plaques bearing an inscription. The trees are about 9
feet tall now, have supporting stakes and will take many years to
be fully grown . Keep your eyes open when you’re out and about in the Woodland.

Centenary Oaks

Craven Heifer
your local pub.
Monthly live entertainment. Weekly quiz with
beer and cash prizes to be won.
Food served daily. Family occasions
catered for. 376 Briercliffe Road
Burnley BB10 2HA

Nicholson’s
AWARD WINNING BUTCHERS BRINGING
A TRADITIONAL BUTCHERY SERVICE

DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR

153 RAILWAY STREET, NELSON, BB9 9PG

Telephone: 01282 617557
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What do we want to do in our Parish this financial year?
I touched on this in our last newsletter which explained where we get the money
from to enable us to provide targeted local maintenance and upkeep services
throughout Briercliffe, which Burnley Borough Council and Lancashire County
Council do not address. Our Lengthsman Project enables many of these necessary
year on year jobs to be undertaken throughout the Parish and, within agreed
budget constraints, can be directed to some unplanned “problems” when reported
to us.
Just a reminder that finance reports are available for everyone to look through on our website
http://www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
After our January Budget Setting/ Finance Meeting the Parish Council has agreed an overhaul of
budget categories and on how this can be presented in a clearer and more concise report each
month through 2019…
We have also been working behind the scenes and looking at our income and expenditure for this
coming financial year from April, and what improvements we can make and would like to make within
the Parish. Contrary to popular belief Briercliffe Parish Council is not awash with money and if we
had requested the same precept as last year we would only be able to operate to cover our
immediate expenditure and do no further work around the Parish outside of the Allotment
Maintenance and considered Lengthsman’s work. We have certain services to fund and overheads to
maintain but rest assured, we are always looking at where we can save money which can then be
used elsewhere within the Parish instead.
Of course we would love to be able to do more projects around the Parish that benefit as many as
possible, so feel free to send suggestions in via our website, or submit them in writing in advance of
our monthly meetings.
Alongside the Precept income and (reduced) Maintenance Grant from
Burnley Borough Council, we actively look to see which grants or other
funding could be available to us: The Woodland Walk being a prime
example of what we can improve with a grant from LEF. Our Community
Bowling Green has a Bowling Club who have discussed with us, and Burnley Town Council, a growing
list of works which may be need additional grant funding. Another identified “need” is creation of
more “garden” allotments as more and more people from the Parish are joining our waiting lists
http://www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk/waiting-list.html
I and my fellow Parish Councillors are sure you would like to see more done to improve the Parish
for all of us and that’s why, this year, we have requested an additional £2,500.00 over last year’s
Precept of £20,000.00. This means for a Band A property an additional 22 pence a month or an
extra £2.20 for the year, (if you pay by direct debit at 10 months cost), will be added to the
Council Tax Bill for those living in Briercliffe. We will also receive £1,777.00 from Burnley Borough
Council as a Maintenance Grant, which has reduced year on year in-light of Borough and County
Councils cuts to services and increasing costs...it doesn’t go as far as we would like it to!

Can you volunteer some time to post this
quarterly Parish Newsletter around
Briercliffe?
If so please contact Russell Hawkes on
07896936483 or email
russell.hawkes.bwepc@gmail.com

J. DAVIS FRESH FISH.
ESTABLISHED 1985
FRESH FLEETWOOD FISH DELIVERED TO
YOUR DOOR
Also at the top of Townley Street in Harle Syke
every Thursday at 1pm or I will call at your
home.
CALL: 07889020415
jamesdavis211@gmail.com
All major credit and debit cards taken.
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Woodland Walk 2019 (from page 1).
The project is now a reality and includes an upgraded
pathway for accessibility and an extension to make a
circular route which will start and finish at the end of
Queen Street.
There is a scenic viewing
platform which will give
magnificent views up the
Thursden Valley and down
to Burnley, and soon a
picnic area with seating.
100% recycled, durable,
plastic benches and decking are to be used which will last 5x longer than timber. It is a dense, solid
material which is easy to clean, low-maintenance and will withstand harsh weather conditions all year
round.
To encourage
more social,
recreational and
educational
activities for
everyone to enjoy,
the drainage and
natural vegetation
will be improved
with the advice of
a local ecologist:
Gary Howell.

He has already conducted a
Preliminary Survey and a Phase 1
Survey to assess the woodland area
and will advise and work with the
Parish Council to develop a long term
Woodland Maintenance Plan.

New signage at the Queen Street entrance will include a map
and information boards relating to the plant and bird life in
the area. The existing arrangements for dog waste will
continue with bins available at 2 points – one at the main
entrance at the end of Queen Street and a second one on the
public footpath which goes through the Briercliffe
Allotments at the top of Harrison Street. We would kindly
request that visitors please take their rubbish away from the woodland and use the waste bins next
to the children’s Playground or on Queen Street or even better
to dispose of it at home.
We are very grateful to all the people who have helped to make
this Woodland Development possible
...and everyone who has contributed their ideas and support
throughout all the planning stages.
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Hanging Baskets

It will be approaching that time of year
to get your orders in. Baskets will be
available at £15.50 each this year.

Last year we sold in excess of 350 and, due to the
growing popularity of the baskets, we are expecting
to exceed this number... making Briercliffe visibly
bloom!
Contact Cllr. Pam Vincent on 01282 546782 or
Cllr. Ben Eastwood on 01282 710059 (evenings only)
with your address, phone number and order…
or fill in the online form from our web page.
http://www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk/contactus.html
Orders need to be in by the 13th April and we are expecting delivery Sunday
the 12th May, which may change if the weather doesn't play ball.
Parishioners have reported parking and traffic problems around Briercliffe. The
safety implications around North Street where peoples’ illegal parking in restricted
areas, combined with some fast driving, are worrying residents as it could
ultimately make accidents more likely. There is also some thoughtless parking along
the main road at the school crossing where signage regarding parking restrictions
has been sheared off or defaced on a number of occasions. These restrictions are
in place to primarily safeguard children attending Briercliffe Primary School. Van and car owners
leaving vehicles directly outside other people’s houses obviously creates friction and annoyance to
residents living there. Please consider how you are affecting your neighbours!

Traffic
Issues

Useful links: Reporting parking problems: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-andtravel/parking/report-a-parking-problem/
Reporting incidents to the Police: https://reportitonline.lancashire.police.uk/
NdsPublicEngagementUi/index?force=lancashireconstabulary
Burnley Council: https://www.burnley.gov.uk/

Gardening
chat
and coffee!

Briercliffe Allotment Association has been running for several years now
and membership is growing year on year. For allotment plot holders the
Association provides many benefits including: looking after gardens/
watering plants/feeding hens etc. when on holiday; providing Public Liability
Insurance and sharing plant and horticultural advice. Several local people
have worked small beds at the Allotment Association plot to give them a
‘taster’ of growing fresh, healthy fruit and vegetables to eat at home!

At the beginning of October some of the green-fingered pupils from St. James Lanehead Primary
School visited the Briercliffe Allotment site with their class TA’s and Chair of Governors Mr.
Russell Hawkes. The event was hosted by Mr and Mrs Firminger of the Allotment Association who
gave the children a short tour - and lots of advice and ideas to help begin a school allotment
project.
The Coffee Hut will be open from Easter to October on Sunday mornings between 10-12am.
All welcome! For more information call Anne Firminger 07721033736.
BRIERCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL WINTER/SPRING NEWSLE TTER
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Old Briercliffe

People have been surprised when I tell them that Briercliffe once had its own coal
mines. They could be found in both Briercliffe
and Extwistle and a number of the sites can
still be seen. Some of the sites have been lost
because of later building but a great deal of
Briercliffe Park has been mined in the past.
When I was a boy the remains of bell pits,
early small coal mines, could be found in what
was called the “Engine Field”. There was also
the site of a sizeable coal mine which had had
its own steam engine, the engine giving its
name to both the mine and the field. The sites
are now occupied by Sandyway Drive, Tarvin
Close and Tiverton Drive. Also, in Harle Syke,
in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries, there were two mines in the area of
Walshaw Mill, the workings of which extended to the Cop Row. The mines operated at slightly
different times but they were both known as Haggate Colliery as the village of Harle Syke did not
exist at that time. It wasn’t until the 1850’s, with the building of the first mill, that Harle Syke
came into existence. Though there are remains of mine workings in many parts of the Parish this
photograph is taken on Todmorden Road, close to Haggate. If you look carefully, you can see the
roofs of some of the cottages in Haggate. This image shows, George “Dody” Mason, (he’s the man
standing on the extreme right; and was one of Harle Syke’s mill owners) overseeing the
loading of some coal from his mine which was in the field between Todmorden Road and
Halifax Road. The mine’s name was the Hill End Colliery as it was close to Hill End House.
This mine operated during the First World War and Mr Mason supplied coal to the mills in
Harle Syke that otherwise would have been rationed. This above image is taken from the
Briercliffe Society Collection, proof of Briercliffe’s mining industry.

GET FIT AND GAIN CONFIDENCE
Do you want to get fit and have fun?
Do you want to tone your body?
Do you want to relax and stretch?

Rita Throup
Fitness-Nordic Walking-Bootcamp
Instructor
Hearty Lifestyle
www.heartylifestyle.com
Mob: 0787 6450306
Land line 01282 602482
Hollin Grove Farm,
Robin House Lane, Briercliffe, Burnley.
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At The Community Centre

Brownies is an organisation for girls aged 7-10
years. It was formed by Lady Baden Powell after
her husband introduced his book “Scouting
for Boys.”

Our Brownie pack is 1st St James Briercliffe and we meet every Monday
evening, 5.45pm - 7pm at Jubilee St. Community Centre.
We have lots of fun doing badge work, games, arts and crafts, having parties and sometimes
preparing for camp. During the summer months we will be out and about exploring our local
community. We recently visited the local fire station where we learnt all about fire safety.
The girls enjoyed carrying out different activities and touring the station.
If you know anyone who might be interested in joining or helping our happy, friendly group
then please call Sarah on 07971936806 or visit www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested to
register. Yours in Guiding, 1st St James Briercliffe Brownies.
March 13th Marna Watson, Iona Community / March 27th 50 Something Theatre Group /
April 10th Doreen Rawstron Tour Guide / April 24th St. James visit to play Dominoes /
May 8th “Tax Care” by The Co-op / May 22nd Outside visit... Our meetings start at 2:00pm
and end with a homemade afternoon tea. Catch up with old friends and meet new friends,
there’s always plenty of time for a chat!

On your door step local Gardening Services
Why look any further? With G.S.A. Gardening
Services right on your doorstep! We are a father
and son team Gordon and Elliot living in Harle Syke
and have been trading for over 20 years.
Whatever your garden needs, we can do it.
From general grass cutting, weeding and
planting...to the bigger jobs.
Yes if you are looking for tree felling we can do it,
fencing we can do it, hedge cutting we can do it,
power washing we can do it, paving we can do it.
Year round contracts are our speciality from one
offs to Summer and winter preparations.
Contact us: G.S.A. Gardening Services
2 Abraham Court, Duke Street, Harle Syke
Tel: 01282700563
Mobile: 07805215156
or email us at:
gsagardeningservices@gmail.com
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