BRIERCLIFFE
PARISH COUNCIL

Briercliffe Parish Council
Spring Newsletter
www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
V O L U M E

2 ,

I S S U E

4

A P R I L

Hanging Baskets

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Looking at
New Garages

2

Chairperson’s
Notes

2

Lengthsman at 3
Work
Allotments and 4
how to apply
Would you like 4
to advertise
Images of
Briercliffe

5

The
Community
Centre

6

Fly Tipping

6

Dogs

6

Briercliffe
Wednesday
Club

6

Woodland
Walk

8

Allotment
Committee
Meetings

11

Parish Survey

11

Meet Your
Councillor

12

Churchyard
Gravestones

12

Don’t Miss Out.
Last year we sold over 300
hanging baskets. This year
we are hoping to beat that
number due to the
increasing popularity we are
having with them. At only
£15.00 a basket I think
everybody who purchased
one last year would
consider it extremely good
value for money. So get
your orders in early. We will
need your order by
Saturday the 15th April.
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Hanging Baskets can be
ordered via the website at
www.briercliffeparishcouncil.
co.uk/download-forms.html
Please contact as before,
Anne Kelly on 01282
438328.The baskets are due
to arrive on Sunday the 14th of
May and will be given out from
the Community Centre on
Jubilee St at 11.00am, all
being well. We will contact you
nearer the time to confirm
delivery.

Youth Nuisance in Harle Syke
Residents in the Harle Syke
area have been suffering
over recent months from
gangs of young people
disrupting traffic and
causing a nuisance to
residents being abusive.
The Parish Council has
been in touch with the local
PCSO Dave Johnson and
with Inspector Platt, who is
in charge of community
policing at Burnley, to try
and tackle the problem.
Councillor Lishman has
also been in touch with
Burnley Council and the
MAPS team to see what
they can do to help.
It was noticeable that the
problems began again over
the half term week after a
relatively quiet spell. PCSO
Johnson attended the
Parish Council meeting on
20th February to brief
Councillors and said that
there were plans to use
plain clothes Police and

unmarked cars in
the area. It may
also be necessary
to put in place a
Dispersal Order for
a limited period
which would make
it illegal for the
youths to gather.
Residents are
urged to ring the
Police if they are
concerned and to
provide details of
names if they recognise any
of the young people. If there
are youths throwing stones or
disrupting the traffic please

ring 999 as this is a danger
to motorists and to the
young persons, otherwise
use the 101.

Stop Press Latest
Recent Police investigations into youth nuisance have
now produced results . The Police now have a list of
over 20 youths who will be getting a visit or a letter
and SOME have already been issued with Acceptable
Behaviour Contracts. We will keep you updated.
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Briercliffe
Book Club
Meets now in the
Community
Centre monthly
on a Monday.
Please contact
Councillor
Maggie Lishman
for details of
dates on
01282 421865

Looking at New Garages
The garages we built on
the turning circle have
been a great success
and have been full from
day one. We have
already extended the
garages once but are
now looking at building
two more. Originally we
took out a loan from the
Public Works Loan Board
and that still has four
more years to run.
Hopefully we are looking
at building these two from
the small amount of
money we hold in
reserves. The money
generated from the

Chairperson’s Notes
by Cllr. Simon Dack
Firstly I have to give you the
bad news, the Parish
Council has unfortunately
had to increase the Parish
precept from £10,000 to
£15,000, this is due to
having our maintenance
grant from the Borough
Council cut because of
ongoing austerity measures
originating from Central
Government. You will notice
a slight increase in your
Council Tax bills...now for
the good news! Every single
penny we receive in precept
money is spent in our
beloved Parish of Briercliffe!
None of the Parish
Councillors get paid and
everything we do is
voluntary, we intend to use
the extra money to further
extend the excellent work
the Parish Lengthsman does
such as flower planting and
maintenance, walling,
fencing and laying
hedgerows. Grass cutting is

J. DAVIS
FRESH FISH.
ESTABLISHED 1985

FRESH FLEETWOOD FISH DELIVERED
TO YOUR DOOR
Also at the top of Townley Street in
Harle Syke every Thursday at 1pm or I
will call at your home.
CALL: 07889020415
jamesdavis211@gmail.com
All major credit and debit cards taken

something we are going
to do more of. If you think
of any maintenance
projects that need the
Lengthsman to look at
then please don't
hesitate to bring to the
attention of a Councillor
and we'll do our best to
get it done.
The Parish Council is
currently looking into
several ways in which we
could better utilise
Council owned assets to
generate an income in
order to negate the need
for having to increase the
precept as often in the
future. On another note,
those of you who live in
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garages is helping us to
fund the various projects
that happen in the village
that would not happen
unless we increased our
precept more. Due to the
popularity of the garages
we do have a waiting list.
But if you wish to put your
name down we are
looking at other areas in
the village that we may be
able to develop. Can you
please contact our Clerk
Steve at
briercliffeparishcouncil@
yahoo.co.uk if you wish to
put your name down?

Lane Bottom and Thursden
valley will have noticed the
large numbers of top stones
which have been stolen
from the footpath wall
between Haggate and Lane
Bottom. We have positioned
covert cameras and marked
the remaining stones with
'smart water'. This is a DNA
marking system in an
attempt to put a stop to this
problem, unfortunately stone
theft is rife so please be
vigilant if you're out and
about and report any
suspicious behaviour to the
Police. Hopefully springtime
is just around the corner and
it can't come soon
enough........
Simon Dack - Chairman
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Lengthsman at Work
As most of you know, we do have a
Lengthsman who does various jobs
around the village. But do you know
where the word came from? The
term Lengthsman, coined in the
1700s, originally referred to someone
who kept a "length" of road neat and
tidy. On roads, lengthsmen were
responsible for a few miles between
adjacent villages and sometimes

their duties encompassed the
village itself. Employed by local
Parish Councils, their job was,
among other things, to keep grass
and weeds down in the verge, keep
drainage ditches clear, and
sometimes repair fences. Litter,
such as it was in
those times, was
collected and

planter next to the Commercial Pub
that are all planted up by and looked
after by the Lengthsman. The garages
on the turning circle are all maintained
and cleaned by him, that no doubt has
help us keep the garages full since we
build then. Jobs you may not be

even wild flowers
were tended to.
Well the job has
changed
somewhat since
those times but he
is still responsible
for maintaining
various paths,
cutting grass and
drainage. This last
twelve months you
will have seen the
flowers at the end
of Duke St the
planters on the
bowling green wall
and the three tier

aware of that he does include looking
after the Community Centre which is
owned by the Parish Council and this
year we are looking at a big clean-up
of various trees and bushes that have
now become overgrown around the
Centre. At the moment he is employed
just one day a week with extra work in
the summer to include watering of the
various plants. But if you have any
jobs that you think need doing in the
Parish please contact our Clerk or just
have a word with the Lengthsman
when you see him out and about and
he will pass the message onto us. We
can’t promise we will be able to help
due to the limited amount of funds we
have, but we will certainly look.

J. Phenix Servicing,
Repairs and Installations.

GAS FIRES, COOKERS, WATER
HEATERS, AND COMBI BOILERS
All appliances services £35.00
11 DUKE STREET, BRIERCLIFFE,
BURNLEY Mobile: 07890967651

PAGE

4

Would you like
to advertise
your services,
in your area, in
a paper that is
delivered to up
to 1,800 homes
locally, then
look no
further? Our
small ads cost
just £15.00, if
you would like
half a page its
£35.00 and a
full page costs
just £60.00.The
newsletter will
be delivered
around the 1st
April 1st July
and the 1st Oct.
Please contact
the clerk or any
of our local
Councillors if
you would like
to place an ad.
Parish Clerk,
Steve Watson,
842 Padiham Road,
Burnley.
BB12 6NN
Mb: 07721 078634
briercliffeparishcoun
cil@yahoo.co.uk
Allotment Manager,
John Greenwood,
56 Minehead
Avenue,
Burnley.
BB10 2NP

Allotments and how to Apply
per year.
If you live in the Parish and
Parish Clerk,
An excellent way Steve Watson,
have ever thought of growing
your own fruit and vegetables to get away from 842 Padiham Road,
the tech and
or developing a well-tended
Burnley.
bustle of 2017!
garden plot, then you may
BB12 6NN
Allotment/
want to get yourself onto our
Mb: 07721 078634
Garage
waiting list. Certain plots can
briercliffeparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
Application
also be used to keep small
Forms
numbers of farm fowl for a
are available for download An Allotment New
daily supply of freshly laid
online and can be
Tenants Guide provides
eggs. Who knows, you might
returned
by
post
or
email
to
useful information as to
enter that perfect vegetable or
either the Parish Clerk or
the process of applying
stunning flower, coaxed
Allotments Manager, or just and what can be
lovingly from seed, into the
expected along the way.
yearly Briercliffe Flower Show. to get in touch - contact
details are listed:
There is also an
For getting your family
Allotment Tenancy
outdoors and ‘learning as you
Allotment Manager,
Survey and Allotment
grow,’ or just for an individual
John Greenwood,
Tenancy Agreement form
retreat…there are different
56 Minehead Avenue,
which you will be required
sized plots to suit the novice
Burnley.
to agree to and sign
and experienced alike.
BB10 2NP
should you be offered an
Depending on the size and
Tel: 01282 415767
allotment.
facilities/ services provided
the cost of plots start
http://www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk/download-forms.html
from as little as c. £20
The Parish Council acts as
landlord to tenants living
within the Parish
boundaries who rent
allotment land for growing
vegetables and fruit,
garden plots or keeping
small numbers of farm fowl.
If you are tenant or out for
a walk, maybe heading to
the “Woodland Walk” around
the Rec, and think you need
to find out about current rural
information, or report
something... then DEFRA
have many contacts
available.
If you require further
information you could try the:
Defra Helpline
Nobel House
17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR
Telephone: 03459 33 55 77

The quickest way to get a response is
to call their Helpline which is open
Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Or you can
email: defra.helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk
or write to the postal address given
above. They aim to reply to emails or
letters within fifteen working days.

Call the Defra
Rural Services
Helpline on 03000
200 301 to report
suspicion of
disease in animals
and for advice and
guidance on
animal health and
welfare services.

If you think something
needs reporting, you can
directly contact the: This Helpline is open Monday to
Animal Health and
Friday, 8.30am to 5pm. There is
Welfare Services an out-of-hours facility on the
England: Defra
same number for reporting
Rural Services
suspicion of disease in animals.
Helpline
Or if you need to register your animals:
Sheep and goat registration
Telephone: 03000 200 301
Email: customerregistration@apha.gsi.gov.uk

Your first port of call should be their website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
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Images of Briercliffe

This is a photograph of
Extwistle Hall as it was
over 100 years ago. In
those days, as you can
see, it was in good
condition. In recent
years it has
deteriorated and, now,
parts of the building are
in a dangerous state.
Extwistle Hall dates
from the mid 1580’s. It
was built by the Parker
family who had
previously lived at Monk
Hall which is also in
Extwistle. The Parker’s
got their name because
they were the
hereditary park keepers
for the de Lacy family
who were Lords of the
Manor of Ightenhill.
In medieval times the
Parker’s acquired land

in Upper Extwistle, the area
which includes Monk Hall,
which had previously been
owned by a knight, Richard
Malbisse of Acaster Malbis,
near York. He had given that
land to the abbey at Kirkstall,
near Leeds, probably as
atonement for his role in an
attack, in c1189/90, on the
Jews of York in which many
were killed.
Another part of his gift was
Lower Extwistle in which
Extwistle Hall stands. This
was Richard’s gift to the
abbey of Newbo, in
Lincolnshire, which remained
in the abbey’s hands to the
1530’s. At about this time the
Parker family acquired the
land and used some of it on
which they built the Hall.
The family remained at
Extwistle until 1718 when

they left to live in the Chorley
area. This was after an
explosion at Extwistle Hall
when the head of the family
was killed. After 1718 no
member of the Parker family
has lived at the Hall though the
family continued to own it. The
building was converted into
about 7 or 8 cottages with part
of the building being a farm
house.
Parker
Street in
Harle Syke
is named
after the
family who,
when they
were living
at
Cuerden,
near
Chorley,
married
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into the Townley of Royle
family. This is remembered
by Townley Street, also in
Harle Syke. The old name for
Holgate Street was Cuerden
Street (the family house) and
Cuerdale Street gets its name
from the township in which
Cuerden stands.
(The image is from the
Briercliffe Society Collection).

Article
Space

Beds, Mattresses, Ottoman Storage Beds, Bunk Beds, Adjustable Beds,
Bedroom Furniture and much more...
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The
Community
Centre
on Jubilee St. has
available sessions
some mornings and
afternoons. Have you
a special interest or
hobby and would like
to get together with
others to share your
interest? Would you
like to start a new
group? What group
would you like to join?
The Community
Centre is there for
Briercliffe residents to
use and enjoy. It is
non-profit making so
rates are
reasonable just to
cover costs. There are
already Keep Fit, Baby
Bounce and
Rhyme, and an
afternoon tea club for
our older
residents but if you
want something
different why not start
your own
group? There may be
lots of other people out
there who share your
hobby. It could be a
one-off or a regular
booking, weekly,
monthly, fortnightly,
whatever suits you. To
find out more contact
Councillor Roger Frost
(435863). To book a
party go to the booking
agent at the Village
Store on Burnley Rd.

Fly Tipping
The Parish Council has recently been
notified of a high number of fly tipping
many up Thursden Valley.
Thankfully Streetscene from Burnley
Council has cleared each site quickly
and efficiently.
Fly tipping is an offence and, just to
warn residents, there are now cameras
hidden at sites across the area to try
and catch the culprits.
Please continue to report fly tipping
when you see it and if you see the
vehicle involved please notify us of the
registration.

Dogs
Although the majority of dog
owners locally are responsible
and clean up after their dogs
Residents continue to
complain about dog fouling
across all of the Parish Council
area.
Councillor Kelly will be out
again soon identifying the
worst areas and spraying the

poo bright red to
shame the dog
owners who let their
dogs foul.
In addition the
Council’s Dog
Warden has been given a
list of the areas considered
to be particularly bad to
patrol and, hopefully, catch

Nicholson’s
AWARD WINNING BUTCHERS
BRINGING A TRADITIONAL
BUTCHERY SERVICE DIRECT TO
YOUR DOOR
153 RAILWAY STREET, NELSON,
BB9 9PG Telephone: 01282 617557

the culprits.
Any resident can also go
on line or phone and
report dog fouling.

You can
advertise here
for only £15.00

Briercliffe Wednesday Club
Our Wednesday Club meets
fortnightly and we would love
you to join us. Every meeting
has something different as
well as a lovely home-made
afternoon tea and there is
always plenty of time to chat
with old friends or make
some new ones. We
organise trips out for lunch

and afternoon tea.
We meet in the Community
Centre on Jubilee Street
from 2pm to 4pm on the
2nd and 4th Wednesday
each month. Cost is £3.
If you want help with
transport one of us will
always come to collect you
and take you home again.
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Just give one of us a ring.
Hope to welcome you soon
to our friendly group. Hope
to welcome you soon to our
friendly group.
Anne Kelly 438328
Janet Hartley 435038
Pauline Howarth 452448
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Woodland Walk
The Woodland Walk, which
surrounds the Recreation
Ground at the end of Queen
Street, continues to be a very
popular walking area for
many Briercliffe residents,
and indeed from further
afield. It is a circular walk,
approx. 1.5 km, a successful
project developed and
maintained by the Parish
Council.
During last year it
was identified as
needing further
maintenance and
maybe developing
into a bigger area.
The land which
extends into the
valley and down to
the river is
undeveloped and
difficult to access,
but is a beautiful
woodland area.
Many people think
that the woods are better left
untouched, and that a wood
left to nature becomes a
haven for wildlife. But there
are lots of simple things you
can do to make it a better
place to visit, to attract more
wildlife and to contribute to

its upkeep.’
Ref. Forestry
Commission
England.
With this in
mind, and
with
comments
received from
the recent
Parish Survey 2016 (see
separate article), we are
hoping to
apply for
funding to
develop
and extend
the existing
Woodland
Walk:
Accessible
for prams
and
wheelchairs
Fitness trail
Animal/bird
hide
Woodland sculptures
Information boards about
wildlife/trees/plants
Information boards with
local history/views
Picnic benches/seating
Bike trail
These are YOUR ideas!

It’s really important that you tell us
what you think... can you think of
anything else?
To prepare for the Funding
applications I have attended 2
courses, organised by BPRCVS
(Burnley, Pendle & Rossendale
Council for Voluntary Service) –
‘Heritage Lottery Funding’ and
‘Writing Funding Applications’. This
is an exciting and challenging task
and I’m sure there are lots of
people in Briercliffe who are up for
a challenge! I’m eager to meet
other people with experience of
funding applications. Or if you’re
interested in wildlife, walking,
nature or simply wanting to make
our village a better place, please
contact me –
Email pammyvincent@aol.com
Phone 01282546782
Website
www.briercliffeparishcouncil.co.uk
Or come to Parish Council
meetings!

The Area’s Largest Independent Flooring Supplier

Great Choice - Great Value - Great Service

 Laminate, Axminster,






Wiltons & Plain Wool
Carpets
Extensive Choice of Modern
Traditional Designs
Large Selection of Vinyls &
Cushion Flooring
Luxury Saxonys & Berbers
100’s of Roll Ends
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&

FREE Estimates - FREE
Insurance Quotes
FREE Customer Parking
Tel: 01282 441700
Briercliffe Business
Centre, Harle Syke,
Burnley BB10 2HG
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Allotment Committee Meetings
Public Meetings are held every first Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the Briercliffe Jubilee Street
Community Centre. Parishioners and allotment holders often attend and bring information for the
Committee to consider. A recent consultation period regarding the introduction of our Land Management
Policy ended in February. Through parishioner contributions we now have in place a policy everyone can
follow regarding the use of Parish Land.
In addition at the constructive February meeting we managed to thrash out identified areas on the
proposed Allotment Policy. By collectively reaching consensus, a first draft has been written and changes
will have been discussed at the meeting in March. Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have
achieved agreement and also have this policy in place so everyone knows where they stand.

Forest School Proposal – not much to report on yet…
Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Simon Dack, has secured rent for the reclassified land
in question, (opposite Kiddy Chaos), whilst lengthy idea and planning stages are considered at town and
county level. We will keep you updated as and when
there are more tangible facts to report on.

Opportunity to Air Your Views
Results to our survey in Briercliffe Parish
Council’s Winter Newsletter have been
collated. Parishioners had a chance to air
their views on a wide range of areas affecting
the village and Parish.
Votes reflected concerns on: dog owners
and their responsibilities; nuisance caused
by a core group of youths; traffic issues and
the closure of our local library. Residents
were also concerned about the seemingly
mothballed Queen Street Mill.

Comments were also given
which will be very helpful in
directing Parish Councillors
towards specific issues…
and a few celebrating life in
Briercliffe:
“I think Briercliffe seems
to be a well-kept, well-run
place to live overall.”
“Briercliffe is a pleasant
enough place (in) all seasons
of the year.
I am most respectful of
the Councillors who give
so much time and effort
towards the up-keep of
Briercliffe, being totally
“un-public spirited” myself!”

Your Parish Councillors - Councillor Roger Frost
Roger Frost MBE., MA., FRSA.
Cllr Roger Frost has a long
association with Briercliffe Parish
Council. Roger was co-opted to fill a
casual vacancy as long ago as
June, 1989 and he has been a
member ever since, filling the
position of Chairman on a number
of occasions.
Roger Frost was born in Briercliffe
in 1947, the oldest child of Walter
and Eileen Frost, at 73, Burnley
Road in Harle Syke. Walter Frost
was a local government officer who
became Printing & Stationary
Manager for Burnley Corporation
until his retirement at Local
Government Re-organisation in
1974. There has been a Frost
connected with Burnley Council for
almost all of the years since 1933.
Roger attended St John the Baptist
School, Ivy Street, Burnley from
where he went to St Mary’s Boys
School which became St
Theodore’s where he was School
Captain. He was the first boy, from
the school, to get a place at a
University and he has attended
Manchester and London
Universities and Edge Hill, when it
was a College of Lancaster
University. It was at Edge Hill that

he obtained his MA.
Roger is a former teacher having
taught History and Politics at St
Theodore’s RC School, in Burnley,
and at Todmorden High School. He
is now retired.
Roger has been a councillor for
Briercliffe Ward in Burnley since
1991. He served as Mayor of
Burnley, succeeding Cllr Mrs
Margaret Lishman MBA., in that
office, in 2005-06. Roger spent ten
years as a member of Burnley
Council’s Executive Committee
having responsibility for Planning &
Environment (on 2 occasions),
Leisure & Culture and
Regeneration.

Briercliffe

Churchyard Gravestones

The Vicar of Briercliffe, and the Church Wardens, have
asked if the Parish Council could help in contacting the
owners of gravestones in Briercliffe Churchyard. This is
the graveyard on Church Street in Harle Syke.
After a safety inspection is has become apparent that a
number of the stones are now unsafe. The responsibility
for the upkeep of gravestones is the responsibility of the
families concerned and so all owners of gravestones are
asked to contact the Parish Administrator on (01282
434877) or by email to alec.oldham1@ntlworld.com to
establish what works, if any, need to be done. If the
Administrator does not hear from any owners of unsafe
gravestones the Parochial Church Council will apply for
permission by legal faculty to carry out the necessary
work.

However,
politics is not
Roger’s only
interest. He
is probably
best known,
locally, as a
historian, the
writer of “A
Lancashire
Township:
The History of Briercliffe-withExtwistle”. Roger is also a foundermember and Joint President of the
Briercliffe Society. He is author of
about 30 publications, mostly on
local history, and writes on the
subject for the “Burnley Express”.
Roger has also done quite a lot of
local broadcasting.
Other interests include the
environment. Roger was Chairman
of the Forest of Burnley Project in
which 1.2 million trees were planted
in the Borough. He was also much
involved in the Offshoots Project in
Towneley Park. At the present time
he is Vice President of the Burnley
& District Historical Society and
Chairman of Burnley Civic Trust.
Roger was appointed an MBE in
2000.

Parish Council meetings are always held on the
third Monday of every month and commence at
7:45pm, Planning Committee meetings are held
before the Parish Council at 7:30pm.
The Allotment Committee meetings are held on
the first Monday of each Month starting at 7:30pm
in the Community Centre. The first few minutes
are set aside for members of the public to ask
questions and comment on any current issues,
questions need to be submitted at least 3 days in
advance of the meeting to be guaranteed an
answer at the meeting. Everyone, especially
Parishioners are more than welcome to attend,
whether that is just for the public question time or
for the full meeting, which can discuss some
interesting and very relevant issues for Briercliffe.

Steve Watson
842 Padiham Road
Burnley
BB12 6NN
Phone: 07721 078634

